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Polemical. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
Mr. Epvi1ror—! wish to communicate to the pub- 
lic, through the medium of your interesting paper, a 
few remarks on a long and sophistical articie which 
Univers in the “ Christian Mirror” of July 18, “on 





niversal Salvation.” It was first published in the 

hristian Spectator, a paper alike devoied to ortho- 
doxy and endless misery, and copied into the Mirror 
with whisperings of triumph, that it would prove the 
besom of destruction, to Universalism, in the State 
of Maine, if not in America. Ona careful examina- 
tion of the wonderful article, I am satisfied beyond a 
reasonable doubt, that it is at most, a mere tissue of 
plausible assumptions, instead of reasoning and argu- 
ments ; and that its fallacy may be conveniently ex- 
posed by one, unused as I am, to wielding the pen of 
religious controversy. The principal statements in 
the piece are the following, with such remarks on the 
same, as I conceive are sufficient to expose their fal- 
Jacy. 

1. “There are two classes of Universalists,one who 
maintain that there are punishments jn the future 
world, but not eternal ; and the other that there are 
no punishments at all. Though seemingly different, 
these doctrines are much of the same character, and 
both are brought forward to quiet the conscience4n 
the commission of sin.” 

Now as this statement admits, that the doctrine of 
no future punishment, has much the same influence 
as the other, I may reason on the subject, as though 
allUniversalists believed in futurelimited punishment. 
Hence the proper question is, does the belief that we 
shall suffer a very long and severe punishment for sin, 
‘yuiet the conscience in the commission of sin,” be- 
cause the suffering is not endless? Can any man in 
the exercise of reason, believe a statement so totally 
unreasonable ? Bring the case home to yourself. 
Did you ever feel quiet in committing asin, for which 
you expected to suffer a long punishment, as dreadful 
as to be writhing in flames of fire ? Would you be 
influenced to perpetrate a crime, by knowing you 
should suffer for it, such punishment? Now just as 
well as you know you would not, just so well you may 
know, that the statement [ am opposing, Is false. To 
render the matter as convincing as possible, let us ap- 
peal to our Calvinist brethren, who make the state- 
ment, and ask them, what sins they would commit, 
with the apprehension of certainly suffering as awful 
a punishment, as Universalists maintain, will be the 
portion of obdurate sinners ; and yet feel quiet and 
composed ! Which command of the decalogue would 
they violate, and receive as a recompence, a limited 
punishment of no more severity, than the Founder of 
their Doctrine caused to be inflicted on a learned, 
ious Unitarian, barely for denying the doctrine of 
rinity ? 

n fact, the men of whom we speak, [Univer- 
not attend to plain assertions of the bible, 
psome passages which are acknowledged 
e, (such as 1 Peter iii. 19,) and build their 
hem.” 

iter, or does any other person of discern- 
pthatassertion? Itisimpossible. Uni- 
Are the very men who strenuously contend 
Dbscure passages,” “suchas Matthew xxv. 
nd onward,” ought to be explained by plain 
ertions, among hundreds of which, are the follow- 
:-—* God——preached before the gospel unto 
raham, saying, In thy seed, SHALL ALL NATIONS 
BE BLESSED.” Gal. iii. 8. “All the eNnps of the 
WORLD SHALL remember and TURN unto the Lorp; 
and aLL the KINDREDs of the aations shall worship 
before thee.” Psalm xxii 27. “And I, if I be lift- 
ed up from the earth WILL DRAW ALL MEN unto me.” 
John xii, 32. “Who witn have aut MEN to be 
SAVED, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth.” 2 Tim. ii. 4. Now, reader, what do you 
think of the men, who, in the meridian splendor of a 
very great number of postive declarations from the 































—— 





bible, in favor of the salvation of all men, of all na- 
tions, accuse Universalisis of neglecting plain asser- 
tions, and of hunting up passages, acknowledged to 
be obscure, on which to build their faith? Ifthe ed- 
itor of the Mirror will insert them, I will engage to 
furnish him with passages enouzh to make a column 
of that paper, for-seven wee! ‘in succession, which 
without note or comment, reac Mecidedly in fuvor of 
the salvation of the whole world. 

3. “The question concerning the extent of the 
atonement, whether it be made for all or only the 
elect, has nothing to do with the question before us ;” 
i.e. whether God designs to save all men, or make 
some of them eternally miserable. 

If this statement be true, then, the atonement is not 
essential to salvation; and if not essential, why do 
Calvinists contend that without it, there is no mercy 
for the sinner? But this is a mere sophism, calcu- 
lated to deceive the more credulous and less discern- 
ing. If Jesus be the only name, through whose 
mediation inen can be saved, ig it not proper to in- 
quire, whether all men were interested in his media- 
tion? The writer speaks of “the conditions of 
acceptance with God.” Very well; could even the 
elect be accepted of God, in any other way, or on any 
other conditions, than by the atonement? And is 
there a way provided for the non-elect, whom their 
God, from all eternity, determined to damn forever ? 
Most barbarous absurdity? The truth is the exact 
opposite of the statement, and reads thus; The ques- 
tion concerning the extent of the atonement, whether 
it was intended for all on the eect only, has every 
thing to do with the question before us; since, ac- 
cording to Calvinism, nothing eq: be done withont it. 

4..“ Nor as the question betiure us, whether the 
eternal damnation of the wicked is consistent with 
the glory of God, or with the ,ends of universal be- 
nevolence ;—because for aught we know, these shall 
be nothing in comparison with the multitudes which 
no man can number, which shall shout hosanna_ be- 
fore the throne of God.” 

But if this is not a question for discussion, why 
did the writer occupy so mach time upon it? The 
sophistical reasoning which he employed to make out 
the blasphemous climax, that the endless misery of 
inen will enhance the Divine glory, and comport 
with the ends of universal benevolence, constitutes 
nearly a third part of his famous article, in refuta- 
ion of universal salvation! And to what does it 
all amount? Why to just this, viz: For aught we 
know the number of the non-elect will be small, 
compared with the number of elect. Well, suppose 
itis ; will ther endless damnation, be any more be- 
nevolent than it would be, ifthe elect were just as 
iniserable ? Would the writer of the article, the 
editors, and readers of their papers, be willing to par- 
tictpate in such benevolence ? What greater kind- 
ness to them is there, indamning them to all eterni- 
ty for the glory of God, than there would be in the 
damnation of the whole human family ? If that 
universal benevolence, then as Universalists, we 
ought to hope, that if any of our fellow-creatures 
are foreordained to such a benevolent portion, it will 
fall to the lot of those, who endeavor to maintain its 
consistency with the glory of God, and the good of 
the universe. 

sth. ‘ Let it not be forgotten then, we come to 
the question before us, asa question of fact ; and 
we have nothing to do but to take the testimony of 
God to settle it. “ What saith the Scriptures,” is 
the only inquiry which is consistent on this subject 
with the legitimate principles of reasoning.” 

This.we acknowledge to be a fair statement, to 
which every consistent Universalist will assent with 
cheerfulness. The proper question is, What saith the 
S-riptures on the Doctrine of Salvation? What 
doth the word of God say, in relation to the Will 
and Purpose, of the author of salvation ? IT the 
vpposer of Universalism produces testimony from 
the bible, which plainly asserts, that it is the pleas- 
urc and purpose of God, thata certain part of man- 
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kind shall be eternally miserable, then we must of 
course assent to that doctrine as a matter of fact. 
But if he fails to produce such testimony, in post- 
tive declarations, we are under no obligation to assent 
to the fact he has assumed. On the folowing tes- 
timony he risks the niain question in dispute, viz : 

“ He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not shall be dammed,” compar- 
ed with “ Matt. xxv. Si, and onward.” “* ‘These 
shall go away into everlasting punishment; but the 
righteous into life eternal.”—Now let us inquire as 
to the matter of fact. Do either of these passages 
contain a “plain assertion” that some men will be 
miserable as long as God exists? They do not. 
Then the writer has failed in proving the fact as- 
sumed.—But further. If we admit his unmerciful 
doctrine, which at least can only be inferred from 
passages which are acknowledged to be obscure, 
would it not give the contradiction direct, to many, 
very many, plain assertions in God’s word ? Do we 
read, “He that believeth not shall be damned ?” 
We also read, “ For God hath concluded all in unbe- 
lief ;” hence, we can as fairly prove the damnation of 
all,asof a part. Do those infants “believe” who 
die before they are capable of knowing good from 
evil? Surely not. Then they must all be damned 
forever! Do the deafand dumb, and all such as are 
incapable of believing, of every description, * be- 
lieve the gospel?” They do not. ‘Then all such 
inust be damned eternally; for, “he that believeth not 
shall be damned ! !” Who is not disgusted at the 
consequences,funavoidably deducible from the prem- 
ises assumed by the opposer of Universalisin 2? But 
toa extricate birecelffi ho with sayy “* Gud will nave 
mercy on whom he will have mercy.” Be it so, and 
then attend to positive assertions of scripture. “God 
is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 


works. For God hath concluded all in unbelief, (hat 
he might have mercy onall. ‘The wisdom that is 
fiom above is full of mercy. Iwill be merciful to 


their unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities 
will T remember no more. And mercy rejoiceth 
against judgment” Do these passages prove the 
doctrine of endless misery ? 

Concerning the scripture alluded to in Matt, xxv. 
31, and onward, I need nét multiply remarks, since 
all that the writer has done, is to tuke that ‘for 
granted,” which isthe subject of dispute, and for 
which he cannot produce a Thus saith the Lord. 
He says, “{T take it for granted that this is the judg- 
ment day which is mentioned in the passage.” But 
what right had he to take a thing ‘ for granted,” 
which relates solely to “a question of fact,” con- 
cerning which we have no knowledge, only from 
plain assertions, in God’s word ? This is surrender- 
ing the point to all intents, It is the same as to ac- 
knowledge, that no Thus saith the seripture, could 
be produced to prove that it related to such a day of 
judgment, as he endeavors to maintain. Suppose I 
adopt the same course, and take it for granted that 
it gives a pariicular account of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, when the faithful followers of Christ 
were preserved from all harm, but the wicked ser- 
vants were visited with unremitting punishments and 
sufferings ; and say, that no other event could an- 
swer tothe description 2? Till the writer or some 
other person, proves what he assumed, no more ts 
necessary. 

What he says about separating men from angels, 
only exposes the fallacy of his own assumptions ; 
for the text says as much about such an event, as it 
does about the writer’s day of judgment. Whether 
itrefers to the destruction of Jerusalem or not, it 
predicates the happiness of the obedient, and the 
punishment of the disobedient, not on what they he- 
lieved, or dishelieved ; but on what the one had done, 
and the other neglected lo do. Therefore, the enjoy- 
ment of eternal life, as areward for good works, is 
not that salvation of God, “which is not according 
io our works, but according to his mercy and grace ;” 
neithes is the “everlasting punishment,” a state of 
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endless sorrow and pain ; because the day shall come 
when “there shall be no more sorrow, nor sighing, 
neither shall there be any more pain :—for he that 
sat upon the throne said, Bebold I make aLL rHiNGs 
new.” These being incontrovertible facts, whatever 
may be the meaning of the passages, the final result 
cannot frustrate the purpose of God, Wuo with 
HAVE ALL MEN TO BE SAVED. AMEN! HAtte- 
LosaH! ! OBSERVATOR. 





Doctrinal. 








FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


THe CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR......No. LI. 


SALVATION AND ETERNAL LIFE. 

The scriptural signifieation of the term Sanva- 
rion, is threefold. kt imports, Ist. Deliverance 
from temporal distresses. 2d. A joy derived in con- 
sequence of a beliefin the certainty of our own eternal 
happiness. And 3d. It siguifies the act of deliver- 
ance fromsin. But, 4th. It does not mean the en- 
joyment of that state of bliss, which we call heaven. 
Salvation, in every sense, exists and is finished be- 
fore we sit down, to enjoy the company of angels in 
perfect felicity. 

Ist. Salvation imports a dchverance from tempor- 
al distresses. When Pharaoh pursued the children 
of [srael, in their journey tothe land of Canaan, the 
{sraelites fearing, as every appearance betokened, 
their destruction, complained to Moses of the pros- 
pect of impending ruin. And Moses said: Fear 
ve not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord. 
Vor the Egyptians, whom ye have seen to day, ye 
shall see them no more forever.” It was so: for 
the Egyptians were drowned inthe deep, and the 
Israelites were delivered, or saved, from their dread- 
ful prospects of destruction. Now, the salvation 
which God shew to the Israelites, on that day, cer- 
tainly was not eternal happiness. See Ex. xiv. 13. 
Again, see 2 Chron. xx. 17, “* Ye shall not need to 
fight in this battle; set yourselves, and stand ye still, 
and see the salvation of the Lord with you.” No 
one will say, that the salvation here mentioned, was 
eternal happiness. It was the immediate death of 
Jehoshapirat’s enemies and the deliverance of his 
army. We might enumerate a multiude of instan- 
ces more, to prove our first position, but they would 
be superfluous, as the above are deemed to be suffi- 
cient. 

2d. Sulvation signifies a present happiness, de- 
rived from our firm belief, that our eternal felicity as 
certain. Human nature is so constituted, that there 
isa certain degree of thesame joy experienced in 
the anticipation, as in the fruition of good, This 
remark we find verified, in the common hopes of time, 
almost every day of our lives. [n many things, there 
is more satisfaction experienced in anticipation of 
future prosperity, than in the prosperity itself, We 
ure not to say, however, that our finite imagindtion 
can perfectly pourtray infinite and eternal things.— 
“Infinite bliss” revealed must far surpass the imagi- 
nation -of finite minds. By being assured, that we 
have an interest in everlasting felicity, we look for- 
ward with full and triumphant hopes ;—we enjoy in 
foretaste what eternity shallimature. We are saved 
by faith. When Mary Magdalene came and anoint- 
ei) Jesus’ feet, she undoubtedly recognized him as 
the Saviour. Chirst after pronouncing her sins for- 
given, declares : ‘Thy faith hath saved thee, go in 
peace.” But notwithstanding she was saved, as 
Christ declared, it is evident that she was not as _ yet 
transported to heavenly regions ; neither was she 
saved from any particular temporal ill, which our 
first head embraced. Her salvation was of faith. 

Again: “We are, says an Apostle, saved by hope ; 
Now, itis evident, that such are notin possession of 
eternal happiness, “ for what a man seeth why doth 
he yet hope fox ?” 
future glory, we are saved from doubts and misery. 
Paul says, 1 Cor. i. 18, “ For the preaching of the 
eross, is to them, which perish, foolishness ;—but 
nto us, who are scved, it is the power of God.’ 
Here Paul asserts, that be and his Corinth?aa. breth- 
ren are saved,—and let us hereremark : They were 
saved by faith, inthe present tense. as others are 





When we have a strong hope of 





damned, inthe present time, whodoubt There isa 
present salvation, and there is a present damnation. 
For further proof in favor of our second position, 
see Tit. iii. 5, &c. Salvation im this sense, is what 
Scripture treats much of :—and we may add, that 
when we are called upon to save ourselves, and 
wherever salvation is spoken of as conditional, or as 
possessed by some and not by others,—it isin this 
sense of the word, generally. 

8. Salvation from sin. To do this was the great 
work of Christ. He came to save from sin. . ** And 
thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his 
people from their sins.” “ Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world.” ‘ He shall 
make an fend of sin, and finish transgression.” To 
this great and glorious end, did our Saviour die, and 
in this shall he triumph forever. 48 a Saviour, 
Christ sayes men from sin, and this is his work, 
alone, as a Saviour. When he shall give to us eter- 
nal life, it will not be in the character of a Saviour, 
but of a donor. 

It now remains for us to shew, 4th. That the state 
of bliss, called Heaven, is not properly termed, the 
salvation of Jesus Christ. It must be evident, that 
the terms, salvation and eternal life ave not the same ; 
neither are they, as commonly supposed, synonymous. 
Eternal Jife follows salvation. When our salvation 
is completed, then comes “the gift of God, which is 
eternal life, through his Son.” Salvation is the acl 
of saving, and when the act ceases, this term loses its 
significancy. » We might be saved, and not enjoy 
eternal happiness; haeause merely being freed, or 
delivered from sin, can give us no assurance of the 
gift of God, which is eternal life. The scriptures 
declare, that our salvation is certain; but they do not 
stop here—they carry their promises beyond the act 
of deliverance. ‘They assure us, of eternal life and 
glory, to follow. A drowning person may be saved 
from death, to enjoy years of prosperity and pleasure. 
But his future prosperity and pleasure are not his 
salvation. His salvation took place and was finished 
before he enjoyed that future prasperity. 

Therefore, says am-Apostle, “ Tendure all things, 
& e,—that they may obtain the salvation, which is in 
Christ Jesus witn eternal glory.” Here the Apos- 
tle preserves the order and the proper distinction, for 
us, between salvation and eternal glory. 

Thus, we have shown the different significations of 
the word salvation, and wherein, in all cases, it differs, 
from eternal happiness. ‘These criticisms it is true, 
may be considered new, but they are conceived to be 
no less just on that account. We agree with your 
worthy correspondent “S.S.” that : “ Many of zhe er- 
rors and inquietudes of mankind, may be traced, toa 
careless use of fashionable expressions. We are 
very prone to adopt popular words and phrases, 
without examining, whether they are suitable or un- 
suitable to the subjects to which we apply them.” 

ORIGEN., 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


MISSIONARY STALL. 

Friend Editor—lt has been known by the public 
that the Frrenps are opposed to a calculating, 
money-catching policy, under the sanctimonious 
profession of religion, by which the industrious pocr, 
as well as others, ane wheedled out of their hard 
earnings, while the self-styled Reverends and Doctors 
of Divinity are banqueting in princely splendor. But 
unfavorable as this clerical policy has appeared from 
the beginning, had we been told at the outset of the 
Missionary Crusades, that this class of men would 
finally descend to the degrading beggary in which 
they are now engaged ; that after having or- 
ganized every nameable Society, and appointed 
agents of both sexes and of atl descriptions, to beg 
silver and gold for the ** Treasury of the Lord,” they 
would unblushingly publish to the world “a project” 
for a “Misstonary STauu,” we would hardly have 
believed it. Tallude, friend, to the article published 
in what is called the * Christian Mirror” of June 13, 
under the editorial head. Whether the editor te the 
author «f that project, or some other person, is a 
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plan. As some of thy readers may not have endured Th 
the mortification of perusing that * nothing, and less Mi 
than nothing,” I will try their credulity by stating its Ad 
outlines—thus : tor 
‘“« Now let there be, in some central part of the town, a Mis- eff 
SIONARY STALL, kept by some pious old woman, who would tha: 
thereby get her living in the Summer—let those who cultivate the! 
gardens, send thither their superfluous fruits, vegetables, gar- the 
den seeds, lettuce, asparagus, radishes, melons split open, . 
cucumbers, gooseberries, plums and cherries, which the birds visite 
carry off / Even the young lady who has only a box of earth —_ 
in her parlour window, by cultivating geraniums, hyacinths, 
monihly roses, &c. might dispose of enough in a year, almost Pee 
to ecucate a heathen child. Even trimmings of currants, 0 
grapes and flowering shrubs, and scions of the finest pears P 
and apples—might be sold to the couniry people, or bartered — 
ie produce which would sell, &c. | am sure the thing ean be me 
done. ar 
If thy friends have never seen the above, in thé W 
Mirror, they will doubtless be astonished. Thou wilt ahe ¢ 
excuse me from exposing its vulgarity and avaricious- to al 
ness. They characterize the whole article. Hada ansv 
correspondent of thine intended to hurl the shaft of we a 
ridicule at the missionary phalanx, could he have oppo 
done it more aptly,than by publishing such an article ? mt 
If projects like the above, do not open the eyes of ene 
some of Rand’s readers to a discovery of the merce- pe 
nary motives of Missionary hirelings, no human m4 
exertions could doit. Itis censorious to suppose si 
that many “pious old women” can be found in —_ 
Maine, wi are so ignorant as to believe that the will 
Infinite Spirit of the universe is so destitute of the not @ 
means of salvation, as to require the income of refuse the « 
garden stuff, unripe melons, and cherries carried off tatio 
by the birds, to enable him to people his eternal conv 
kingdom! What character does such a plot as- term 
cribe to the Brine of beings? Has it come to this, walled 
that an “old woman, bartering away” unripe and were 
decaying fruits and herbs, is. to answer to that eter- es 
naliight and uncorruptible Seed, by which the nat- opps 
ural man is transformed into the heavenly image ? —_ 
Being persuaded that no pious old woman of com- the < 
mon sense would submit to so gross an imposition as consi 
to carry on bartering in Asa Ranp’s “ Missionary they 
Stall,” I would advise him as a friend to say no more will 
about it, unless, he deems it necessary as preparing a Th 
proper resort for some ex-editor, whose taste and tal- lowin 
ents might be better adapted to so honorable an occu- sonir 
pation. PACIFICUS. "a 
Ss a hat t 
Keligious Intelligence. fail 
lust a 
The Western Association or Universat- unive 
ists was holden at Ostego, (N. Y.) June 4, 1823, to ma 
and continued two days. Brother Nathaniel Stacy their. 
was chosen Moderator, and Brs. S. R. Smith and ‘neon 
: _ er . At 
Pitt Morse, Clerks. Out of 34 ministering brethren olin 
belonging to the Association, 18 were present. Brs. ay 
Benjamio Hickox and E. S. Goodwin, received Let- ae | 
ters of fellowship, as preachers of the gospel; and —_ 
Brs. Amos Reed, Arthur Field and Henry Roberts, sap 
were publicly ordained. Three new Associations 2. 
were organized, in the State of New-York. The persi¢ 
Association adjourned to meet by Divine permission, dema 


at Madison, N. Y. on the first Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in June, 1824. The following is an extract frou 
the interesting Circular, written by Br. Sracy. 

“Buta few years have elapsed since the se 
this blessed hope was first sown in these parts, a 
the instruinentality of the preached word. 
vears ago this season, the feeble instrume 
the honor of addressing you, first visited th 
country. But a solitary society, organize 
ceding year, and three ministering brethret 
making a third,) exclusive of the city of N. 
were all that couid be mustered in this state. € 
labors were indefatigable amidst conflicting, and 
every being except those who were able to trast i 
the living God who is the Saviour of all men, dis 
couraging scenes. And although some extremely’ 
unpleasant events took place which shortly afterwards 
lopped off one from our little connexion, still the 
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truth gradually took in the minds of some, and an paper 
eularged field for Jaborers began to open.” ted ar 
a and ‘ 

CORNER STONE. the: 


The ceremony of laying the Corner Stone of the 
new Universalist Church now building in the city 





matter of no Importance, since he approves of the 


of New-York, took place on Thyrsday, 10th ult.— 
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T he exercises were appropriate and interesting. Br. 
Mitchell officiated on this occasion, and delivered an 
Address, combining both the evidences and illustra- 
tions of the faith of Abraham, as well as answering, 
effectually the objections of opposers of the truth, 
that God is the Saviour of aLL men, especially of 
them that beheve.” A large number attended, and 
the utmost decorum prevailed to the end of the ex- 
Gospel Herald. 
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6) 4M SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” —Paul. 


PUP crc ccc ere rere ncesserecsesrersevesenesesocss 
o 


We wish to call the particular attention of our readers to 
ghe communication on the first page of this paper, as it relates 
to an article republished in the “Christian Mirror” as an un- 
answerable refutation of the salvation of the world. That 
we are not mistaken when we suggest the great importance the 
opposers of truth attached to that article in the “ Mirror,’’ will 
be the more evident when we consider that it was printed, 
and distributed in hundreds if not in thousands of hend-bills, 
yom the same office, and gratuitously sent abroad as the !ast, 
best and most potent argument of orthodoxy, against the as- 
certion that “God is the Saviour of all men.” No doubt it 
will be read by thousands whose superstitious blindness will 
not allow them to examine the subject, or hear only one side of 
the question, and be pronounced a full and satifactory refu- 
tation of Universal Salvation. But no candid person, we are 
convinced, can read the remarks of * Observator” with a de- 
termination to embrace truth, and nothing else, without being 
satisfied that he has unanswerably refuted every position 
which opposed the doctrine of the salvation of sinners. He 
appears to have a clear understanding of his subject, and 
brings every argument to the real question in dispute. As 
the Calvinists have made the attack, we shall have a right to 
consider them fairly repulsed and driven from the field, unless 
they resume the engagement, which we dare predict they 
will net have the imprudence to do. 

The reader is requested to take into consideration the fol- 
‘owing things, and once more peruse the fair and cogent rea- 
soning ef ‘ Observator.” 

1. That the opposer of our doctrine is endeavoring to prove 
hat the endless unutterable damnation of a part of the sinful 
family of man is a part of the divine plan and purpose, and 
just as necessary for the glory of God and the good of the 
universe, as the salvation of the elect. One principal design is 
io make parents satisfied with the decrecd eudless misery of 
their own dear children ; and children with the excruciating, 
interminable agonies of their parents; to produce the same 
views and feelings between brothers and sisters, connexions 
ind friends; and all this on account of determinations of 
God to glorify himself in their eternal damnation. 
misery is unavoidably certain, and infinitely necessary. 

2. Itis the object of ‘‘Observator’”’ to repel so foul an as- 
persion on the character of the God of benevolence, and to 
demand the scripture testimony by which it can be supported. 
Je maintains that wherever sin abounds, grace shall much 


‘hat their 


re abound ; that as sin hath reigned unto death, over all 
Hat grace shall reign through righteousness, unto eter- 
Miixough Jesus Christ our Lord. He does not allow 
pf our great family will be superlatively blissful 
king down on the unceasing, unutterable tor- 
st. And is it possible that any man, with the 
hn, Which asserts that God is good to all and his 
are over all his works, and possessing one ray 
Gness in his own heart, can enjoy a moment’s com- 
e belief, that he shall be elevated on high, to look 
mand feast forever on the groans and sorrows of “ damned 
”? God of mercy! are such the followers of him who 
“Tt ismy meat and my drink todo my Father’s witt”? 
— +e 

The Editor of “ Zion's Herald,” published in Boston, a 
paper devoted to the doctrine of endless torment, has insinua- 
ted and attempts to make people believe, that we maintain 
and “ attributed” ia our 4th number, to Dr. Apam CLarkk, 
the demoralizing seatiment, that the profane swearer, the 


footing, and entitled to a seat in heaven, while they remain un- 
penitent, with those humble believers, who have prayerfully 
and watchfully attempted to discharge their duties to God, 
their neighbor and themselves.” Though we mean to admit 
the most charitable construction of language, it is impossible 
to believe the editor meant to do us justice, in the above in- 
stance. Did he ever read any thing in the Christian Intelli- 
gencer which expressed the sentiment he advanced? No, not 
asentence. The very admission of the doctrine would en- 
tirely subvert our whole scheme. We maintain theensepara” 
ble connexion between sin and misery, impenitence and tor- 
ment; which precludes the bare possibility of a man’s en- 
joying heaven while he remains impenitent. According to 
the “ abominable doctrine,” which the editor has attributed 
to us, all men might forever remain iffpenitent and sinful, 
and yet'be supremely blissful in heavett! Whether our doc- 
trine is demoralizing or not, we hope never to be justly charge- 
able with so great a'departure from moral rectitude, as to at- 
tribute to another, a sentiment, which he never advanced, 
and insinuate many wifavorable things, that are destitute of 
decorum and truth. 
——2 +o 
NEW SUBJECT OF PRAYER. 

The editor of the “ Christian Mirror,” in an article over 
the signature of “ Another Subscriber,” not only continues to 
recommend A7zs own paper, but suggests the propriety of mak- 
ing ita particular subject of prayer, agare colleges, missions» 
&c. Though such recommendations and proposals would ap- 
pear quite as well from some other papi, we will wave that 
point, and inquire, whether we may with propriety, suggest a 
few things for which prayer should be offered, concerning the 
* Mirror.” We had thought of proposing prayer that the ed- 
itor may not again be so imprudent as to publish statements of 
facts which reflects the most degrading dishonor on the Siate 
of Maine, by pretending that “ many of the people are so en- 
veloped in moral darkness,” as not to know there is such a 
name as Jesus Curtst. If his story was any thing like the 
truth, let them pray that the Mirror may strike up a brisk ex- 
hortation for all foreign missionaries téaeturn forthwith, and 
first cohvert our heathen at home, not being discouraged tho’ 
a few may be found so enveloped in merai and mental dark. 
ness, as to relate, or believe, such totaliy incredible and ab- 
surd statements. 

0 


EXPLANATION OF THE WORD CHURCH. 

We are happy to witness the solicituée which is now ex- 
pressed by the friends of Universal Salvation, in various places 
concerning the propriety of organizing christian Churches, in 
which the ordinances enjoined in the sedptures, may, be duly 
observed. In answer to one question of “ Many,” viz. 
“What is the meaning of the word Cuvacu?” we shall give 
the substance of Dr .Apam CLarxe’s explanation of the word, 
of whose Jearning and ability to do it justice, no reader will 
entertain a doubt. 

The word Cuvurcit simply means, an assembly or congre- 
gation, the nature of whicn is to be learned from other circum- 
stances; for it may be applied to any concourse of people, 
good or bad. The Greek word from which it seems to be 
derived, signifies, to call out of, or from; i. e. an assembly 

7 1 . FP ee ° 
gathered out of a multitude; and must be joined with some 
other word’; as church of God, or chureh of Christ, to de- 
termine its nature. ‘The Church of Christ is the whole com- 
pany of christians wheresoever found. It is called the Catho- 
lic or universal Church, because constituted of al the profess- 
ors of Christianity in the world, to whatever sects or parties 
they may belong; and hence the absutetity of applying the 

> ‘ 2 alad *, -— 
term Catholic, to the very small part of it, the Church of 
Rome. The word Church Is not so strictly proper as the 
words assembly or congregation, being derived from a word 
which related to the building in which people met, instead of 
the assembly. There can be no such thing as The Church, 
exclusively ;—there may be «a Church, or the « HURGHES, Ic- 
ferring to one, or all assemblies of religious people. 

This definition we trust, will be satisfactory. It says noth- 
ing about the absurd dogmas and enslaving covenants, which 
have been considered indispensable in a christian Church. 
An Assembly or Congregation of believers in Christianity is 
as much a Church, without the usual formalities of organiza- 
tion as with them; and as such have a congregational right, 
to observe such ordinances as they believe proper. 

The ministers of our assemblies, or the angels of our Church- 
es, have an undoubted right to introduce the observance of 





such ordinances as they consider scriptural and useful. They 
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may call upon all to come forward in the participation of the 
Sacrament, as it is called, who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and can so eat and drink as not to bring condemnation 
upon themselves ; for if any do partake unworthily, “ they cat 
and drink damnation to themselves, not discerning the Lord's 
body.” We hope our brethren will act conscientiously and 
uprightly on this subject, without, waiting for Associational 
recommendations. 
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LITERARY. 

Prorosacs have been issued by Rev. Warter Barrovr, 
of Charlestown, Mass. who has lately embraced the Abra- 
hamic faith, for publishing by subscription “ An Inquiry ia- 
to the Scripture import of the words suzoL, HADES, TART ARO- 
sas, and GenENnNA, all translated HELL tn the common Eng- 
lish version.” The work is to be published in a handsome 
octavo volume, to conta between 4 and 500 pages, at $2 in 
boards. It will be put to press about the first of September, 
should sufficient patronage warrant the undertaking. 


Kp Subscriptions received by the Editor, and at this Office 


— 
KP NOTICE. 

The Generar Convention of Universauists of the New 
England States, and others, will meet. in annual session, in 
the village of Clinton, town of Paris, and county of Oneids, 
State of New-York, on the third Wednesday and Thursday 
of September next. 

——— 4 aR 


owe publish below a Lisr of Acgnrs, that our friends 
at a distance, who wish to become subscribers for the Intat- 
LIGENCER, may know with whom to leave their names, and 
have their papers sent without further trouble. 

The editor would apologize for having named some gentle- 
men as Agents, in the following list, without first consulting 
them on the subject; but the list will be enlarged in the next 
paper, and alterations can be made, if nceessary, therefore 
those whose situation will not permit their accepting the A- 


gency, are requested to give information accordingly, and if 


convenient name some person who will. 


MAINE. 
Anson—Hon. J. Collins, P.M. Gardiner— Parker Sheldon. 
Augusta—John Reed. Green—L. Robbins,Esq. P.M. 
Brunswick—G. W. Holden. Hope--W.Sweetland,Esq. P.M 
Belfast—Josiah Hoit. Lewtston—-D. Read, Esq. P.M. 
Bangor-—N. Bean, Esq. Litchfietd—David Burr, Esq. 
Buck field—S. Phelps, Esq. Livermore—Dr. E. Bradford. 
Bath—Nath’l Swasey. Minot & Poland—J. Bartlet. 
Camden—Lewis Ogier. N. Glouces’r—M. Bennett, 30. 
Canton—Hon. C. Holland. New Sharon—O. Gould. 
Castine—Samuel Mendum. Morway—J. Bartlett. 
Conaan—Joseph Barrett. Nor. Bridgton--N. Howe, Es 
Durham—Job Sylvester,P.M. Paris—Rev. A. Barton. 
Hastport—B. Folsom. Read field—J. Smith, Esq. 
Eddmgton—Right Stockwell. Saco—E. 8S. Moulton. — 
Farmington—Rev.W.A.Drew Union—Dr. EF. Harding. 
Fulmouth—John Wait, Esq.  Waterville—Rev, 8S. Cobb. 
Fairfield—Levi Barrett, Esq. Westhrodk—Amasa Fobes 
Freeport—Joseph Mitchell, Winthrop—J. A. Pitts. 
Gray—John Stunpson. *Wales—Jonathan Plumme: 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Kingston—D. Bartlett, Esq. Portsmouth—Rev. S. Streeter 
Langdoun—Re v. A. Skinner. Richmond—J. Bisbe, P. MI. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amnesbury—-Philip Osgood. Salem—Revy. B. Streeter. 
Dunstable—Samuel Roby. Westminster—Rev. L. Bri ‘e3 
Plymouth—W. Brown, P. M. 
VERMONT. 

Barre—Rev. J. E. Palmer. Hartland——-Rey. R. Bartlett 
Bethel—Rev. K. Haven. Spring field~—L. Walker, Esq 
Halifae-—-H. H. Winchester. ; 

RHODE ISLAND. CONNECTICUT. 
Providence--S. W. Wheeler. | Hartford—Rev. R. Carrique 
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DIED, 

In Lewiston, (Me.) Mr. Henry Carvinir, aged about 60.— 
He endured a lingering and distressing illness, with uncom. 
mon patience, fortitude and resignation to the dispensations 
of Heaven. Mr. Carvill was a pattern of industry, sobriety, 
and integrity; was formerly a member of a Baptist church, 
but being convinced from reading the scriptures, that the grace 
of God is not limited to “the elect,” but extends to “ the 
whole world,” he professed a belief in the Universal Salvation 
of God, and died in the enjoyment of his faith. 

In Havana, July 3d, after a distressing illness of three days, 
Jeoepiau N, Dow, aged about 20, eldest son of Jedediah Dow 
of this town. 


_—_ 


Tarnvure o¢ Grarirepr.—The subscriber tenders his un 


feigned gratitude to Capt. Tnomeson, of brig Cincinnatus, for 


his very kind and jaithfal attention bestowed upon his son, 
during his short but distressing and mortal illness; together 
with the assurance of being remembered before the Throne 
of Heaven, that at the close ofa long life of beneficence and 
usefulness, the best of friends may ministey to his necessities 
and the angel of mercy smooth his pillow of death. 
JEDEDIAH DOVW 
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POETRY. 


THE DAY OF THE LORD. 


“ And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the cover- 
ing cast over all people, and tke veil that is spread over all 
antions.”’—Isaiah xxv. 7. 


BUT who shall see the glorious day, 
When, thron’d on Zion’s brow, 

The Lord shall rend that veil away, 
Which hides the nations now! 

When earth no more beneath: the fear 
Of his rebuke shall lie; 

When pain shall cease, and every tear 
Be wip’d from every eye. 





Then, Judah! thou no more shalt mourn 
Beneath the Heathen’s chain ; 
Thy days of splendor shall return, 
And all be new again.— 
The fount of life shall then be quaff’d, 
In peace, by all who come ; 
And every wind that blows shall waft 
Some long-lost exile home ! {.Woore’s Melodies. 


$I - a ae 
Religious. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
LETTER FROM NAZARENUS TO HIS FRIEND. 


Elm-T'rees, May 14, 1823. 

My Dear Frienp—Your note of this morning is 
before me. Iam rejoiced to hear your health is im- 
proving ; and I am not in the least disappointed at 
your saying how much you were astonished, almost 
‘beyond bearing, to use your own words, at-hearing it 
suggested that it could be possible fer any man’s 
mind to be so strangely affected by history, or even 
‘by romance, as seriously to believe, and you thought 
it my case, that.the sects of Quakers and Universal- 
ists are the only denominations of Christians who 
have correctly observed the true meaning of Jesus, 
in What he said to his disciples when he passed the 
wine aod bread among them, while they were eating 
the paschal supper. Few people, my friend, are 
willing to be told of what implies a want of informa- 
tion or oversight in themselves, or can keep their 
temper and good feelings when their religious preju- 
dices are displayed tothete minds ; and simall indeed 
is the number that dare enter and go on with a thor- 
ough examination of them, with reason and the bible 
in one hand, and such other history as is most con- 
nected with the periods of boly writ, in the other ; 
and yet without the latter the best disposed minds 
are liable to embrace many errors in construing 
the other. 

I will now proceed and state to yon the facts and 
process of ideas that have led me to the opiniond 
have already intimated to you. About forty-f&vo or 
three years ago I made a visit to Mr. J. Murray, who 
was then a preacher of Universal Salvation, at Cape- 
Ann ; and during my visit we had much conversation 
on the subject of religion ; and among other objec- 
tions I made to the grounds and principles of his sys- 
tem, was that Universalists did not observe the com- 
mon ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
I do not now recollect what he said on the former of 
these ; but to the latter, he replied shortly, that eve- 
ry time, and at whatever placea disciple of Christ 
might be, on seeing a piece of bread broken to be 
eat, or a glassof wine poured out and given round 
to a company, the very action ought and would bring 
to his mind the life, death and resurrection of his 
Master ; and he could never see any thing in the 
evangelical account to lead one to suppose it was 
Christ’s design to have his followers meet together, 
at particular times and places, by appointment, then 
and there to break bread and drink wine together 
in commemoration of him. At that time the idea 
was so novel and dissimilar to the very complex and 
awful feelings of the terms “Lord’s Supper” brought 
to my mind, that it did not make a new link in the 
ehain of my ideas, or even give them any new direc- 
tion, What he said remained an insulated fact, 
and hardly mixed with the common furniture of the 
mind ; nor did I make any use of it for a great 
length of time. Some years afterwards, being at 
Philadelphia, I became acquainted with some of the 
principal Quakers there. I often went to their plac- 
es of publie worship ; and conversed familiarly with 
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them on the principles of the various sects into 
which Christendom was divided. I inquired of 
them how it came about that they observed no ordi- 
nances, especially the sacrament of the'Lord’s Sup- 
per? They replied they did not neglect what they 
looked upon asa due attention to what Christ had 
commanded then to observe, though they kept no 
formal supper. ‘They observed the supper spiritual- 
ly: and atevery meal of victuals they eai, and saw 
bread broken and wine poured out for guests, these 
aclions brought the whole scene of Christ’s life and 
sufferings to theif minds; which they looked upon as 
a true remembering of him who died for the world ; 
but the manner as it ‘was generally observed, they 
could but view rather as an act of superstition, than 
a plain observance of what Jesus said to his disciples 
at the passover. ‘Phis conversation brought to my 
mind what Mr. Murray had said, on the same sub- 
ject, some years before; yet these new facts did not 
lead to any change in my notions of the manner in 
which, L supposed the Lord’s Supper was originally, 
6r ought now to be administered. I mentioned these 
conversations to several Divines, and other learned 
characters, yet no one seemed to receive the ideas as 


Jaclue or key to explainor illustrate the common 


mode of partaking the sacrament; nor did they ap- 
pear to suggest to their minds, any more than to my 
own, that the common mode could be, in the least, 
wrong, or warient from Christ’s expectations and 
designs. In this state my mind continued for ten 
years or more, when I met with some writings of a 
Dr. Morgan, if I avr fiot mistaken; [there saw some 
extracts from the works of Dr. Benson and others, I 
believe Berkley’s Apology; where | found it stated 
as fact, or in such a manner as to leac me to infer, 
very satisfactorily, that at the commencement of the 
Christian era, and for how long before it did not ap- 
pear, it had become a custom at Feasts among the 
Jews, and particularly at the Passover, at family din- 
ing and supping partiesin the more regular families, 
for the master of the feast, or the head of the fam- 
ily, to pour out a bow] of wine, or whatever liquid 
that might make teetomimon beverage at such times, 
and send it round among the guests, of which each 
drank a small portion; and also to take a loaf of 
bread, and for the master of the feast or head of 
family to break off-a piece of it, and hand it to his 
next guest, who did the same, and handed it round 
the company from hand to hand, each breaking a 
piece—or the master and head of the family would 
break up a loaf into small pieces, and send them 
round thus broken, each guest taking a piece. Some- 
times the master of the feast or head of the family 
would express some’ words or sentiment at sending 
round the bread and wine, which might be repeated 
or not by the guests, © ‘This probably was indicative of 
their mutual friendship and security, as these feasts 
were peculiarly joyous and friendly. ‘The wine was 
usually sent round two, three, or even four times,and 
the bread once or more. The Heathen too had some 
customary rite, not altogether unlike this among the 
Jews. Having duly noticed these facts, and consid- 
ering them as evidences of a fixed custom or rite 
among the Jews, they recalled to memory the simple 
ideas suggested by Mr. Murray, and my Quaker 
friends in Philadelphia ; and they altogether gave 
my mind a new train of thinking on the subject, and 
led me to a tnore mipute examination of the Lord’s 
Supper, than I had “ver done before. So far as I 
can recollect to haws heard theologians and other 
learned men express their sentiments on this subject, 
I think they have separated and distinguished be- 
tween the paschal supper, or passover, strictly so 
called, and the Eucharist, or the Lord’s supper; 
and that the latter was then first introduced, as a new 
and christian rite, immediately after the close of the 
paschal supper; and was designed by Jesus to take 
place,in all future time of the passover among Christ’s 
disciples: But I am now satisfied this inference is 
not a legitimate one; for if the foregoing history be 
correct, the facts that are supposed to constttute the 
Eucharist or Lord’s supper must then for a long time 
have been in practice both at public feasts and in 
private parties and families, either as a constituent 
part of the feasts, or as a customary rite and cere- 
mony ‘usually attending them. In either case it 





would seem they had become sonearly amalgamated 
into a single object, that Jesus, in his orders to pre- 


pare for the passover, did not distinguish them; not 
then, or any after moment, give notice of an intention 
to introduce any change, or institute a new rite, 
custom or practice. Nothing is said of breaking 
of bread and drinking of wine, as was done at the 
passover, at the time this feast was first introduced 
by Moses at the command of Jehovah; nor dol 
recollect this practice to have been mentioned in 
any after description and account of it in after parts’ 
of the Bible: but I have not examined it through 
with that particular view. I doubt whether we are 
warranted to say the paschal supper was over am 

closed before wine was poured out and sent! to 
the guests; for it appears from Luke’s account of 
the transaction, that as soon as Jesus and] 
ples were placed at the board or table,a 
paschal supper commenced ; and by the same writet 
the whole feast closed by a bowl of wine passing 
round. By the whole evangelical account it appears 
clearly to me that the bread too, whether it was sent 
round but once or oftener, was broken and eaten du- 
ring the time of eating the passover. 

[ cannot refrain from an observation here, which 
will fully obviate an objection that I have heard to 
the account as improbable. I have often heard it 
spoken of as very strange, and what inthe minds of 
some had destroyed their faith in the actual inspira- 
tion of the Evangelists or historians, that though 
what Jesus said, at sending round the bread and wine, 
was a sentence of only three, four or five words, yet 
there is a great discrepancy among the historians, 
as tothe precise words, They have demanded how 
this could have happened, if the historians were 
honest men, and had but common memeries, even 
waving the high degree of inspiration some have 
contended for; and till I had duly attended to the 
history as before stated, and being satisfied the rite 
or Custom was an ancient one, and that the bread and 
wine usually went round three or fonr times during 
a feast, the want of unity in the woords spoken was 
more than a mystery of ordinary difficulty. 

From the foregoing historical facts may we not 
fairly conclude to answer your first question in the 
negative, that the facts constituting what is called 
the Eucharist or Lord’s Supper, are not, properly 
speaking, of divine original; inasmuch as it does 
not appear that they made any part of the paschal 
supper as it was instituted by Moses, but probably 
were among the additions made by the Priests, 
Scribes and Pharisees, as many other innovations 
had been made to the institution of Moses, and at 
length of time become so amalgamated with the 
passover as not to be noticed by the Jews. 

But, my friend, you must not conchide from this, 
that the disciples of Jesus are altogether discharged 
from the obligation of attending to what he did and 
said during the paschal feast, but we must inquire 
what facts, or act, the words spoken referred to; and 
what were their natural import, or what was the ef- 
fect Jesus designed and expected they should have 
on the minds of his disciples and followers? But this 
must be the subject of another letter, unless you shall 
be the case. 


NAZARENUS@ 
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